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Northumberland, the late Rains baving 

walbt away the Earth in a piace where 
2 Tovrent was made by the Winter-rains, there was difcover d 
cine Skeleton of a prodigious Monfter; the Skull capable of bold- 
ing three Gallons, the Hollow of the Back-bone was fo large 
toat a Boy of eleven Tears old thruft bis band up it to the 
Elbow, the Thigh-bone is two Yards long lacking two Inches, 
bis whole height computed to juft2t Foot, or 7 Yards; the 
Skeleton being found by Boys, they broke it in making parts, 
which my Lord Darwentwater, who bath a great part of it 
whole, would have given fome hundreds of Pounds be bad it 
entire; the Skull bath 24 Teeth in it, I my felf have feen one 
of *em in Newcaftle, which is ont Inch and fix tenths of an 
Inch broad, and three Inches deep, and is now four Ounces, 
although dryed : There is alfo another Tooth of the fame to be 
feen at Widow Ingram’s Coffee-houfe in Prefcot-ftreet in 
Goodmans-fields Quere, Your Thoughts of this, and 
bow long it bas lain there ? 

Anjw. Becaufe we wou'd neither be impofed upon our 
felves, nor impofe upon others, we have been very Cu- 
riousin our fearching into this Relation, and find ft a 
very real Truth, and are affur’d chat the Skeleton muft 
be | anceages have no Hiftory or Tradition that 
gives us an Account of what ftature and bulk thofe Giants 
were which were mentioned in Sacred Writ to be be- 
fore the Flood and fince the Flood we can find but very 
little difference in all Ages as to humane Stature. Qne 
great Inftance we meet with in Hiftory, that there are 
Tombs amongft the A:gyptian Pyramids of feveral thou- 
fand Years ftanding, which are but about two Yards in 
length 3 .and ‘tis well known that they never ufed Burn- 
ing, but Embalm’d and Buried their Dead at the length: So 
that we may conclude all Ages have produced fomething 
Monftruous, rather than that Mankind were larger former- 
ly than now, and have by degrees degenerated into a 
litle dwarfib Race ; as alfo that in all Ages there have been 
fome Dwarfs, or very little Men. ——In 1584. there was 
found a Skeleton at Lucerne 19 Foot,which is 6 Yards and 
a Foot long—Maxziminius the Emperor was 8 Foot and an 
half high—In 1575. the Tartarians made an Inroad upon 
the Polonians,at which time a prodigious Tartar was flain by 
a Polander, whofe Brow (according to Leonardus Coretius ) 
was 24 Fingers broad, the reft of his Body of that Magni- 
tude chat when it lay upon the Ground was fo thick, that 
it reach’d cto the Navel of an ordinary Perfon —-——But 
the moft prodigious Monfter we ever met with in Hifto- 
ry, wasthat which was found in the Cretan War, (See 
Solin, cap. 5. p. 188. and Kornman, lib. de Mir.) the Ri- 
vers and Waters rofe to an unufual heighth, which made 
g-eat Breaches in the Earth, when the Floods were gone 
in agreat Clefe or Fall of the Earth, there was found 
the Skeleton of a Man thirty and three Cubits long ; 
which if reckon’d according to the Common Cubit is 16 
Yards and an half: Lacive Flaccus wasthen Legate, and 
Metallus himfelf allured with che Novelty of the Report 
went on purpofe to the Place to take a View of it, and 
there they faw with their Eyes that which upou hear- 
{ay they had refuted as a Fable. . 

Queft. 2. Reading in the Prefent Scate of England, writ- 
ten by due of the Royal Society, be is of Opinion, that if a 
Young Gentleman of a very good Family becomes an Appren- 
tice, be lofes bis Gentility : —~Query,Whether you think fo ? 

Anfw. The World is abus’d by Cuftom and Opinion io 
this Cafe as much as in others. If we reckon our Gen- 
tility from long Pedegrees or Empire, then the common 
Facher of us all, who was more a Lord of the whole World 
than ever Alexander was, got his Bread by the “peche 
bs Brows, if we reckon ic from Learsing, or Greatae/s 
of Soul, we are not withour the greateft I from 
mean Origines. Socrates was no Patrician,Cleanthes was but 
an Under Gardiner, and Plato dignified Philofophy by his 
Goodnefi,not bis Birth.A long Series of Revolutions has mad¢ 
2 topfic-curvy of thiogs and Eftimations coo, thé in fome 
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Nations we find it otherwife. The Grand Turk and his 
Nobles in the Retirements from Publick Affairs, exer- 
cife themfelves in Mechanichs, whilft other Nations in 
purfuit of Titles, {pend cheir time for a Neifie Epitaph. 
The more bufte and active we are,the liker we are to God, 
who is a pure adt,and the lefs we have co do with the Devil, 
who fixes at leaft3 quarters of his Temptations on Idlenef. 

Queft. 3. In Mr: Philip Ayre’s Lyrick Poems, p.o9. I 
find a Sonnet thus Entituled,— A Sonnet tranflaced out of 
Italian, written by Signior Fra, Gorgia, who was born as 
they were carrying his Mother to ber Grave. Now I wowd 
fain know whether this were fo in the Perfo of the faid Sig~ 
nior Fra. Gorgia, as above, or evir was known of any 0- 
ther, or is impoffible to be ? 

Anfw. The Hiftory of che Netherlands makes mention 
of a Woman fhotin two by a Chain-fhor, which took 
one half of her into the Water, where it was feen to 
fiir for fome time afters; the was big with Child, and 
the Child made its way into the World out of that 
part of the Body which was raken up, and the General 
Commander had ir carefully look’d after, and educated 
to Man's Eftate. Some have been buried in Fits, ha- 
ving been dead to all appearance, and have afterwards 
been found (when the Vaults were opened) brougnt to 
Bed with a Child in their Arms, anddead. Many {n- 
ftances of this Nature are in Authors. 

Queft. 4. Whether tiere is any Crifis of time wherein 
Perfons have extraordinary Accidents as to Fortune or Mis- 
fortune; and if fo, what are we to think of it? 

Anfw. The Sacred Writ ceufures the Objervers of Days. 
Times and Seafons, rhe noted Superftition which ar thac 
time was very common, and at this day is not quite de- 
faced, many People without either Reafon or Wit fancy- 
ing things, which by the Devil's affftance often comcs 
to pafs, who if permitted improves fuch ungrounded 
Faich co his Intereft. That upon certain revolutions of 
Time fome things extraordinary have happened, and co 
fuch Perfons as were mort at all fuperftitious in that 
point, is very certain. We read (Heyl. Geog. p. 734.) 
that ona Wednefday Pope Sixtus the Fifth was born, 
on the fame day made a Monk, created General of his Or- 
der, made Cardinal, choftn Pope, and finally on the fame day 
inaugurated, Alfo'tis obferv'd, (in Stow’s Annals, p. 812.) 
Thurfday was obferv'd to be a day fatal to King Henry the 
VIII. and to all his Pofterity, for he himielf died on 
Thurfday the 28th.of Fannary,K.Edward the 6th.on Thurf- 
day the 6th. of July, Queen Mary on Thurfday the 17¢b. 
of November, and Queen Elizabeth on Thurfday the 24th. 
of March: but thefe Obfervations are warrantable, be- 
ing made after time was expir'd, and reputed rather 
as accidental than neceflary, a$ by chance a Man may 
throw Ambs ace three or four times together, without 
being compell'd by fate or deftiny, for if a Man throws 
he muft throw fomeching, and there’s as much reafon 
that he fhou'd throw Ambs ace four times together, as 
any other four Numbers that fhall be nam‘d fucceffively, 
bé that atts without reafon, and believes things ti which be 
can give no account at all, deferves te be excluded fiom the 
Society of rational Creatures. 

Queft: 5. Whethir is Death fuch an Indifpofition of the 
Organs, as binders the Soni from performing its wjual alts, 
or the S:paration of the Soul from the Body as a confequence 
of fuch an Indifpofition ? : 

Anfw. Things are known beft by their eee | 
Life ’cis granted is the Untonof the Soul and Body, and 
confequently Death muft be nothing but their feparaci- 


on, or the Diffolution of fuch an Union. Life refults 
from the right and ttue Difpofition of che'Organs, bur. 


pseee, chamthae the Effidt and che Caxfe muft be dif- 
fercnc from one another. 
ft. 6. How to make 20 out of any five of thefe Figures, 
taking them which way you pleafe? 
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Anfx. The Fallaey lies in a Suppoftion of taking ‘em 
allas Units, andchen "tis impoffibie; bur if one be rec- 
kon'd as Ten, it may be done feveral ways, viz. 
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and feveral more ; but we defire to be excus’d for the fu- 
ture in fuch Trifles, our Defign being not to unfold Rid- 
dies in Words, but in Nature or Reafon, and fuch as the 
thinking part of the World may reap fome benefit by: 
There are many things neceflary fora wife Man's Ac- 
complifhment, therefore that for which we are neither 
betrer or worfe, whether we know it or know ir not, 
ought to be laid afide to make room for greater Mat- 
ters. 

Queft. 7. Tow have givin Reafons in a former Mercury 
why the flrange things wrought by the Magicians of Phara- 
oh were not true Miracles, and affirm, that the Serpents 
produced by them Were real Serpents, but you give us no fa- 
tisfatlion as tothe Nature of a Miracle, how we (ball know 
a true from a falje, or what you calla Miracle from what 
you ftile a lying Wonder; in this we defire to be refolv’d ? 

Anjw. We have Queftions more than enough already, 
and therefore only aofwered what was propofed, ha- 
ving no need to feck out new Difficulties, thd now this 
is fencus we thal! endeavour to give it fatisfaGtion. If 
the Queftion were put, How we fhall know a true Mi- 
racle trom a falfe, it might be according to the common 
Adiom, that Miracles art ceas’d, be eafily anfwer’d, fince 
we are told in the Holy Scriptures thofe Gifts were to 
ceafe ; and Aeajon further tells us, that the Divine Power 
willnot interpofe where there is no need on’t; whence 
we may conclude, that whatever we now fee in Phyf- 
cal Agents, evidently (urpaffing the regular Power of Na- 
ture, muft be at leaft fufpeded, which we may with the 
more aflurance pronounce, becaufe we learn in the Sa- 

td Oracles, that falfe Prophets fhould avift, and how great 
figns and wonders. Bat the Queftion feeming to relate 
co that time wherein true Miracles are fuppos’d to be 
performed by the Power of God, as fal/e ones by that 
of the Devil, we fhall accordingly confider it in that 
lence, andexamine how this difference fhou'd be then 
diicover'd, or what is the neceffary and effencial Criteri- 
enot atrue Miracle. And this we think we may fafely 
place In thefe two points, The Confirmation of Trath, 
and Superiori'y of Power: Thus,—whatever ftrange thing 
was done by the Magicians of Pharaoh, cou’d not be true 
sreper Miracles; that is, cou’d not anfwer that Idea 
which we have of a Miracle, fince they were done in 
Confirmation of Failbood and Idolatry, and were ali vaflly 
exceeded by thoie of Mofts, which were done in honour 
of the true God, and for the deliverance of his People. 
But we forefce an Objection immediately rais'd againft 
chis Aypothejis,—If Miracles are to confirm a Truth, how 
can Trsth confirm Miracles: Is mot this, fay fome, a 
Circle, like that of the Church and Scripture, and Scrip- 
ture and Charch, which we obje& againft the Roman- 
its? Io anfwer, fuppofing this fhould fall, the later 
mark, mamely, Saperiority of Power wou'd {till hold ; for 
Miracles being the immediate arreftation of the Divine 
Powcr, onan appeal made thereunto, that Power which 
is the Saperiony muft be Divine, as we fee the Signs 
which Mofes wrought had an Air of Greatnefs, Divinity, 
and Atajefy, infinitely above thofe of the Magicians, 
they were but pitiful atimicks of what he , and 
cou'd not in fome cafes do any ching like what he did, 
nor im others preferve their own Bodies from the 
bos. gi sap eines Kent x; the reft of their Country- 

, aay all, This we fay wou'd be 
fufhiciemt without the other Branch, hoevaiet ‘anb muft 
not lofe, for the Objedtion brought apainft it : We fay 


then, that if we can find any place to fix the Argument, 
or any Superiour Principle whereon to ground ir, there's 
no fear of rhis eternal Circle: But this we can do, and 
that in fome general Truth, which may by an. ecafie Re- 
fléition be attained to by amy reafonable Creature. Now 
a Trath of this nature Might be eafily krown to the 
Egyptians, we inftance in that of one God, or Supreme Br- 
ing, in oppofition to the multiplicity of the Heathen Dri- 
ties, this being a Truth known by Nature, might be fajr- 
ly enough a Teuchfione for fuch wonders as fhou'd be 
perform’d by thofe who own'd this one God, and thoje 
who difown’d him when in Competition with each other, 
This general Truth we fay might confirm thofe A iracies, 
and then thofe Miracles another particular Truth, name- 
ly, the Divinity of the Revelation.made to Mofis, and 
the Authority of his aseffzge, which includes no manner 
of abfurdity, The fumm is, By a Miracle, we mean any 
flrange thing wrought by the Power of God, cither medi- 
ate or immediate, for the Confirmation of his Truth, or 
fetting forth his Glory. And the way to difcern fuch 
Mivacles from the Illufions of wicked Demons, or 
Mtn, is by their Confirmation of Truth, or Superiority of 
Power. 

Queft. 8. Why Dogs, 8c. are linkt together, ratber than 
any other Creatures? 

Anfw. The Phyfical Caxfe is from the peculiar Configu- 
ration of the Organs: We'll give an Example which will 
fufficiently illuftrate it. When a leg is in the Stocks, it 
can’t be got out again without pulling off the Shoe, or 
taking the Stocks afunder—For thofe who would have 
more particular fatisfa&ion, let "em confult the Anat 
mifts, or the Natural Hiffery of that Animal. 

— But further, there may be a pretty moral Caufe 
affign’d for the foremention’d Obfervation. Nature it 
felf feems by that unpleafing fight which is fo frequent in 
every Street, to defign the giving us mean Thoughis 
of that Pleafure, at Jeaftwife where "tis promifcuous, 
and by fhewing us the Uglinefs and Deformiry of fome 
A&s, teach us to hate Impudence, (which he who is 
guilcy of is colled Dogs-face in the Grecian Idiom) and on 
the contrary, be in love with Temperance, Chattiry and 
Modefty. 

Queft. 9. Why a Dog always turns round before it lyes 
down ? 

Anxfw. Confidering the Cleanlinefs of that Creature in 
fome Inftances which the Querift may perhaps have ob- 
ferv’d, ic might feem a plaufible Anfwer fhou’d we affirm 
it turns round to look out for a convenient place to lie 
down in, and fee if there be nothing under which may 
difiurb its Reft: Or; as fome have Obferv’d, to find the 
higheft place to reft their Backs upon. If thar won’t be 
admitted as a fufficient Reafon, we'll produce a fecond— 
that a Dog turns round before he lies down, on purpofe to 
bring his Body into that Circular Pofture wherein he 
fleeps, his Head and Tail lying together, and his Body 
thereby the lefs expofed to thofe many Enemies which he 
has about him: In which contraéted Form many other 
Creatures throw themfelves in the fame Circumftances, 
as the Hedge-bog, the Snake, allfort of Hairy-worms,&c. 

Queft. 10. Whether the greateft Aftrologer by Calculating 
a Nativity to the Minute can make any certain Judgment of a 
Man's future Fortune to command Credit;particularly in thefe 
common Dueftions, viz. Whether Life long or fhort ? Vio- 
lent or Natural? Marriage happy or unfortunate,or not at all 
or,How often,and whether a Profeffion will be fuccesful or not? 

Anfw. We have receiv’d feveral more Queftions to the 
fame Effe&, for the Anfwer of all which, as well as what 
may be hereafter Propos'd, we refer you to Vol. 1. Nam. 6. 
2.3. and 10 Num. 14. &. 5. ; 


Advertifements, 


iF QO” Querifts may expect im. next Satur- 
day’s Mercury that exa& and full Account 
of our whole ATHENIAN PROJECT, 
which was to have been added bere, (according 

to our Promifle) bad there been rocm enough. 
*." Thole feveral Weighty Queftions awhich 
our Querif tells us are Unanjwerable, will 

be Printed mexe Saturday. 
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